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am] decisive;—"The wicked shall be turned into
hull, and all the people that forget God."
It should be carefully observed too, that these
awful denunciations of the future punishment of sin
derive additional weight from this consideration,
that they are represented, not merely as a judicial
sentence, which without violence to the settled order
of things might be remitted through the mere mercy
of our Almighty Governor, but as arising out of the
established course of nature; as happening in the
way of natural consequence, just as a cause is
necessarily connected with its effect; and as resulting
from certain connexions and relations, which ren-
dered them suitable and becoming. It is stated, that
the kingdom of God, and the kingdom of Satan are
both set up in the world, and that to the one or the
other of these we must belong. " The righteous
have passed from death unto life "—" they are de-
livered from the power of darkness, and are trans-
lated into the kingdom of God^s dear Son7." They
are become " the children," and " the subjects of
God." While on earth, they love his day, his ser-
vice, his people; they " speak good of his name;"
they abound in his works. Even here they are in
some degree possessed of his image; by and by it
shall be perfected; they shall awake up after his
" likeness," and being " heirs of eternal life," they
shall receive "an inheritance incorruptible andunde-
filed, and that fadeth not away."
Of sinners, on the other hand, it is declared, that
" they are of their father the devil;" while on earth*
they are styled cc his children,3' u his servants ;" they*
are said '* to do his works," " to hold of his side,"
to be " subjects of his kingdom ;" at length, " they
shall partake his portion/1 when the merciful Sa-
viour shall be changed into an avenging Judge, and
» Col. i. 13.

